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FISHING 2009 - 15 Boats 
 
The project had a stand at the successful Fishing 
09 exhibition in Glasgow. The stand attracted lots 
of visitors and a total of 15 new boats signed up 
to take part at various Scottish Harbours. 
Amongst the visitors was Richard Lochhead, The 
Scottish Fisheries minister, who continues to sup-
port the project. Participation in the scheme con-
tinues to grow and I would be grateful if you could 
tell others about us.  
 
FISHING FOR LITTER SOUTH WEST 
  
As mentioned in the last newsletter the Fishing 
For Litter project, pioneered by the Scottish fleet, 
is spreading to other parts of the UK. A media 
launch for the Fishing For Litter South West pro-
ject took place in Newlyn on March 13th 2009, and 
is currently recruiting vessels operating out of the 
port. Three other harbours across the South West 
will be invited to join the scheme during the re-
mainder 2009.  

 
 
PELAGIC FLEET 
 
The Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association has 
endorsed Fishing For Litter and encouraged all of 
its members to join the fleet. The inclusion of the 
pelagic fleet in the scheme meets some of our 
funding criteria and Derek Duthie of the associa-
tion is confident the entire fleet will sign up to take 
part. 
 

SWFPA 
 
The Scottish White Fish Producer’s Association 
have also lent their weight to the project and are 
encouraging their members to sign up to the pro-
ject, obviously this section of the fleet already pro-
vides the large majority of the projects partici-
pants but the more who sign up the merrier.  
 
MICROPLASTICS 
 
Research at the University of Plymouth, has 
shown that plastic debris is fragmenting in the en-
vironment and that microscopic pieces of com-
mon polymers are now present in the marine en-
vironment throughout the North East Atlantic. 
Their abundance together with their size mean 
that such fragments could be ingested by a wide 
range of organisms including birds, fish and small 
invertebrates. Fragments of plastic have been 
shown to concentrate pollutants that have arisen 
in the environment from other sources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KIMO and the University of Plymouth are now 
working together to research the impacts of mi-
cro-plastics on the marine ecosystem.  
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HARBOUR VISITS 
 
I have visited all of the participating harbours to 
familiarise myself with the  working of the project 
at each harbour. If you have any suggestions of 
how the project could be improved at your harbour 
please let me know. I hope to visit all of the har-
bours again before the end of the year. 

 
HOUSEKEEPING 
 
I am currently trying to contact all the boats that 
took part in the 2005-08 project to check that you 
are still taking part in the new 2008-11 project. 
This data helps to show our sponsors that we are 
on course to hit our targets. I would be grateful if 
boats who have not heard from me yet could 
contact me  and let me know if they are still par-
ticipating in the project.  
 
Fishing For Litter Sponsors: 
 

NEW BAGS 
 
We have taken delivery of the new bags with the 
sponsors logos on and they will make their way 
onto vessels in the near future. 
 
All litter landed should be landed in the Fishing 
For Litter bags otherwise the waste may enter the 
wrong skips and your valuable contribution to 
cleaner seas will not be fully recognised. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACTS AND FEEDBACK  
 
If you have any comments on the project or ideas 
on how it can operate better please do not hesi-
tate to get in touch with Tom Piper at KIMO on 
01224 664725 or 07789790775. Alternatively 
email: tom.piper@kimo.shetland.org 


