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Scottish Environment Minister Highlights KIMO International’s 
achievements 

Delegates from northern Europe attending the KIMO International conference 
last week, hosted by Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City Councils, were told 
how the organisation’s lobbying and projects continued to drive environmental 
awareness in the maritime sector and help clean up our seas. 

Scottish Environment and Climate Change Minister Stewart Stevenson MSP 
opened the Conference by praising the work KIMO is undertaking on projects 
such as Fishing for Litter and its leading role in bringing issues such as 
marine pollution to the fore. He said, “The Fishing for Litter scheme in 
Scotland is an excellent example of what can be achieved through 
imaginative solutions and partnership working. It is a credit to KIMO, the 
fishing industry and its other partners that 160 Scottish vessels in 18 harbours 
participate in the scheme.”

During the 2002-2004 Save the North Sea project KIMO helped to pioneer 
environmental awareness courses for crew on commercial ships, participants 
in Aberdeen were told how these courses had now been ratified by the 
International Maritime Organisation under the SCTW Convention, which 
meant that they would now be a mandatory training requirement  worldwide.

More recently KIMO has been lobbying the European Parliament, EU 
governments and shipping companies to reduce the number of containers lost 
at sea. The meetings heard that the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 
were now calling for measures to reduce the number of lost containers from 
shipping, a call that mirrored many demands made by KIMO.  
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For more information contact:

Tom Piper tom.piper@kimo.shetland.org or 07789790775
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Notes to editors

KIMO (Local Authorities International Environmental Organisation) is an 
association of coastal local authorities whose goal is to eliminate pollution 
from the Northern Seas for more information see www.kimointernational.org

Following pressure from KIMO the Netherlands, Denmark and Australia
submitted paper MSC 89/22/11 to the 89 Maritime Safety Committee of the
IMO calling for measures to reduce the loss of containers from shipping. The
paper called for several measures and was supported by a supplementary 
paper by the World Shipping Council (WSC) and the International Chamber of 
Shipping (ICS). The committee agreed to add this issue to the IMO work 
program.

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW) -  

http://www.imo.org/about/conventions/listofconventions/pages/international-
convention-on-standards-of-training,-certification-and-watchkeeping-for-
seafarers-(stcw).aspx
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