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Looking at

• EPS Oil Pollution Group

• Exercise Midway

• Legislation

• Guidance

• Plans

• Conclusions



Membership of the Group

Local Authorities Ports & Harbours
Regional Government Energy Industry
Spill Response Industry Oil Companies
Health Protection Agency
Environmental Regulators
Nature Conservation Bodies
Local Government Association
Maritime & Coastguard Agency



Key Objectives
• Provide the EPS with expertise on maritime pollutio n 

emergencies

• Liaison body to develop and improve maritime 
pollution response procedures and guidance 

• Influence policy by liaison with central Government  
and other UK and European bodies

• Represent the EPS on national working groups
• Share information with EPS membership & others to 

promote good practice



Activities

• Lobby Government & others
• Plans, procedures and guidance – draft & consulted  
• Review responders training & advise
• Assist in exercise planning & delivery
• Review guidance, procedures and process for the 

treatment of hazardous waste
• Speakers for conferences and training events
• European Union & other projects

(EROCIPS & ARCOPOL)



Exercise Midway 2008
Examined complex maritime emergencies
Scenario:
• Collision
• Container Ship & Liner
• Midway between Kent
& Essex

• Rescues, fatalities,
pollution, chemicals
& fire



Exercise Midway Attendance
150 Local, Regional & National delegates

Government Departments, Local Authorities,
Spill Response Industry, Insurers, Lawyers,
Health Trusts, Ports, Shipping Companies, 
Elected Members, Emergency Services,
Environmental Regulators, Volunteers, 
Coroners, Oil Companies, Military,
Nature Conservation Bodies 



Exercise Midway Delegates
Included:
Head of Shipping Policy
CCS Director
MCA Chief Executive
SOSREP
PLA Chief Executive
Coroner’s Society
ACPO   CFOA   ITOPF



Exercise Midway Issues
32 Issues discussed. Key ones for further attention  : 
• Command & Control

• At sea & on land co-ordination
• More than one Region/SCG area

• CBRN - who responds?
• Waste Disposal Headache
• Environment Group / STAC
• Lack of Local Authority duty



Reports



Legislation
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Suggested Legislation

• To implement International Conventions
• Hazardous and Noxious Substances
• Salvage & Wreck
• Water Resources Act
• Statutory Duty for LAs

• SOSREP on Shore



SOSREPoS – misguided

The Inquiry did not:
• Understand SOSREP’s powers

• Not in overall control
• Limits on his direction

• Understand Command & Control
• Police not in charge
• No one has primacy

• Evaluate their proposal



Guidance

• Not joined up
• Little on maritime

• None on maritime/land interface





Plans
• Joined up?

• Land / sea link



Environment Group/STAC

Should the EG become a Scientific & Technical 
Advice Cell? Some concerns are:

• Different boundaries
• Activation by Health only
• Location – SRC or SCG
• May be too big
• Environment issues take 2 nd place
• Not necessary for 99% of incidents



Conclusions

Legislation, plans & guidance:
Generally adequate – can be improved
• Local Authority Duty required
• SOSREP on Shore not required
• Continue to improve guidance
• Review the NCP with care
• Major incident plans to cover maritime

incidents & land based effects



Questions?

Tony Morris

tony.morris@westsussex.gov.uk


